PITTSBURGH ASSEMBLY . 


Daily Record . . Summary. . 
Dahlberg Statement Ae 
he = Notebook (p. 8) 


FOREMAN FOOTNOTE . 


“3 : N -.... Suffering for What? 

*9 nN 8 2eYyANY ee 5 Y sae ’ 

SYNOD ... . Mississippi 

paeagyy Kpysteazun oand . DEGREES AWARDED. . 16 


Con- Peay enema ge wow yici nnn , 1 ribune CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 3 
DUKE UNIVERSITY LISSaRY 
VOLUME 140 JUNE 16, 1958 . ) NUMBER 24 

















DURHAM, N. C. 


Great New Fact 


To many people “ecumenical movement” is just another (and perhaps 
more fancy) way of saying “World Council of Churches.” Is it? In 
a frequently quoted phrase, William Temple, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, spoke on the ecumenical movement as “the great new fact of our 
time.” He called it a fact, and he was a careful user of language. He 
called it a fact at a time when there was no organized World Council 
of Churches and when a bitter war was raging which divided Chris- 
tians and put a stop to all ecumenical meetings. He did not speak of a 
vision or ideal but of a fact. He meant by this, I believe, that a great 
and growing company of Christian people, including the leaders of 
many churches, had entered into an experience of the essential oneness 
of Christ’s church in spite of every sort of division. . . . | No small 
incident so vividly illustrates the newness of things which we take 
for granted as the fact that, prior to the Edinburgh conference, no 
Archbishop of Canterbury had ever addressed an audience in which 
the leaders of other churches were present. Edinburgh 1910 brought 
to the whole church the missionary experience that Christians can work 
together, in spite of deep disagreements and without compromise of 
vital principle. When one considers that most of our separated churches 
were born out of bitter struggle and bloodshed and honor their own 
martyrs, and that this history is a part of what made them and sus- 
tains them, this missionary discovery of unity is a miracle of grace.— 
KATHLEEN Buss in The Ecumenical Review, Spring, 1958. 








Letters to the Editors 





Templeton Story 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


...In your June 2 story about Charles 
Templeton leaving the ministry, you say, 
“Had he continued in the ministry, there 
would have been no divorce, though it is 
not clear what he means by this state- 
ment.” 


I presume that Templeton’s wife would 
have stuck with him if he had been carry- 
ing on with his ministry rather than ruin 
his work by divorce action, but that when 
he decided to leave the church she decided 
to go her own way and seek happiness 
elsewhere. . . . He is very emphatic about 
it and doesn’t want people to think that 
a broken marriage had anything to do 
with losing his faith. 

INFORMED. 


Disagreement 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


.... The article by B. Chenick entitled 
“What Alternative to Social Action?” 
(OuTLOOK, Apr. 21) leaves a question mark 
in my mind. What he said at the begin- 
ning I will not comment on but when he 
down-graded Billy Graham and brushed 
the gospel off as of no consequence and 
then gave a glowing account of life in 
Russia, and wrote as if the only thing 
with urgency today was ending nuclear 
bomb tests I feel that he is giving us 
what Russia would if she could dic- 
tate.... 

J. A. Boyp. 
Abingdon, Va. 


Montreat Leadership 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


At the meeting in Montreat, May 26, 
the Montreat College Board of Trustees 
appointed me to convey to you the re- 
quest that you give publicity to an ac- 
tion taken at that time. 

The appreciation of the Board was 
unanimously expressed to Dr. C. Grier 
Davis, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Asheville, and Chairman of 
the College Board of Trustees, to the 
Rev. George A. Anderson, Vice-president 
of the College, and to Dr. William B. 
Rich, Executive Dean of the College. 
During the time that Montreat College 
has been without a president these three 
men have shouldered the administrative 
problems in such a way as to merit the 
appreciation of all who are interested in 
the welfare of the institution. Dr. Davis 
has had special responsibilities in this 
connection since May of 1957. Mr. An- 
derson and Dr. Rich carried the admin- 
istrative load during the past academic 
year, Mr. Anderson, while Vice-president, 
acting as President. The Board regrets 
to lose Mr. Anderson, who is leaving to 
take up work at King College. Dr. Rich, 
who came to Montreat last September 
from the position of Executive Secretary 
of the Tennessee School Boards Associa- 
tion, will continue as Executive Dean of 
the College. 

The Montreat College Board of Trus- 
tees will appreciate your giving notice 
of this action in order that wide dissem- 
ination may be accorded this commenda- 
tion of leaders whose services have been 
invaluable to the College. 

SAMUEL S. WILEY. 
Lookout Mountain, Tenn. 
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(Continued from last week) 


Administrative commission of 15 named to aid in merging of judicatories. 
. . . Assembly appoints 36 to attend 1959 Presbyterian meeting in Brazil. 


. . . Minimum size of presbyteries set at 12 ministers, 12 churches. . 


Brief statement of faith to be written. 
gram is projected. . . . National Missions salaries increased by $330,000. 


. . . Pittsburgh to have area office of Commission on Ecumenical Mission 
and Relations and one for Evangelism. 


invite Negroes to move into white neighborhoods. 
in armaments race and cooperative development of controlled nuclear 
power for peaceful and constructive purposes is advocated. . . . Statehood 


for Alaska is recommended. . . . Estimate is that by 1970 new ministers 
needed annually will total 800 (double the present number). . . . Cleveland 
is chosen for 1960 Assembly. . . . Per capita assessment for each church 
member rises from 26¢ to 29¢. . . . Commissioners’ expenses at Pittsburgh 


Assembly total $226,837 (Mileage: $101,145; entertainment: $125,692). 





. . Nationwide evangelism pro- 


. . . Church people are urged to 
. . . Halt is demanded 





NEXT WEEK... 


“When Greek Meets Greek,” by Chas. F. Wishart 
The Future of Ecumenical Mission, by Robert N. Montgomery 


The United Church, by Addison H. Leitch (from The United Presby- 


terian) 


Newsletter from Iran, by Wm. H. Hopper, Jr. 








The merging of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. with the United 
Presbyterian Church of North America 
brings together the spiritual resources 
of two denominations which have from 
their beginnings been marked by an 
unusual missionary passion, intellec- 
tual integrity, orderliness in church 
government and an unswerving empha- 
sis on the sovereignty of God. Their 
sister bodies in America and overseas 
cannot help rejoicing at this victory. 
Especially is this true of the National 
Council of Churches which represents 
the cooperative fellowship of 33 Prot- 
estant and Eastern Orthodox denomina- 
tions with approximately 38,000,000 
members. The new United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. will inevitably 
take an increasingly important part in 
the ecumenical movement. Few of our 
denominations have so much to con- 
tribute in the way of theological lead- 
ership and world vision. 

As we stand at the threshold of the 
Nuclear Space Age we welcome this 





PRESBYTERIAN CONTRIBUTION 


By EDWIN T. DAHLBERG 


reinforcement of our Christian faith. 
During the century just ahead of us, 
profound thinking needs to be done 
regarding the nature of man and the 
relationship of the human soul to God. 
Is the ultimate nature of the universe 
simply a system of cosmic automation 
or can we trace in it the loving hand 
of a personal God as revealed in Jesus 
Christ? Upon the answer to this ques- 
tion will depend the issue as to whether 
our world will become the home of the 
kingdom of God as Christ and the 
prophets of Israel evnvisioned it, or 
whether history will come to an end 
in a radio active ash heap of monstrous 
biological ruin. 


We depend upon the new Presbyte- 
rianism for a very large share in the 
clarification of the gospel for the citi- 
zen of the 20th century. 


DR. DAHLBERG of the Delmar Baptist 
Church, St. Louis, Mo., and president of 
the National Council of Churches, made 
the statement from which this excerpt is 
taken at the recent Pittsburgh Assembly. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


A MOTION was tabled by the Toronto 
Conference of the United Church of Can- 
ada that called for the possibility of 
reunion with the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. . THE PRESIDENT of the 
Union of America Hebrew Congregations 
(Rabbi Maurice N. Ejisendrath), upon 
his return from a five-month’s world tour, 
declared that he found a strong desire 
among religious leaders for a conference 
to explore ways of promoting peace. He 
proposes such a congregation of religious 
leaders in 1960. .. . THE NEW 3-CENT 
postal card that will be issued August 1 
will carry the motto “In God We Trust.” 
... W.A. Visser ’t Hoort, of Geneva, 
Switzerland, general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, said in New 
York recently that a meeting in August 
between representatives of the WCC and 
the Russian Orthodox Church will be a 
“period of testing,” requiring “special 
wisdom” on the part of WCC delegates. 
He said, “If we can come to a modus 
vivendi with the Russian Orthodox 
Church, many other churches of Eastern 
Europe may join the ecumenical move- 
ment.”. . . EVERY ONE OF THE 16 major 
league baseball clubs has sold radio and 
television broadcasting rights to its games 
to brewers this season, according to the 
Methodist Board of Temperance. .. . 
ALTHOUGH FIVE Southern Baptist min- 
isters of Anchorage, Alaska, sent a radio- 
gram to the House of Representatives 
urging the admission of Alaska as the 
49th state of the union, Rep. Brooks 
Hays (D.-Ark.), president of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention, was among those 
voting against the bill. . . . Lonpon’s 
CATHOLIC ENQuIRY CENTER has received 
its 100,000th coupon requesting informa- 
tion about its newspaper-advertised 
course of instruction-by-mail in the ele- 
ments of the Catholic faith... . THE 
MINNESOTA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES has 
invited various denominations to join in 
planning a new Protestant Center in 
Minneapolis. . . . Five Cotorapo UNt- 
VERSITY religious student groups have 
protested a recent faculty ban on organi- 
zation of a Committee for Freedom of 
Religious Dissent on the college campus. 
. .. A BRANCH OF THE Koinonia Farm 
of Americus, Ga., an interracial religious 











community, which moved to Neshanic 
Station, N. J., last year has folded its 


operations because of zoning laws pro- 
hibiting commercial activities. .. . THE 


Church of Scotland 


Movement Toward Union with 
Anglicans Makes Progress 


After rejecting overtures from some 
presbyteries calling for the cessation of 
all efforts towards union with the Church 
of England and the Episcopal Church in 
Scotland, the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland adopted the report of 
its Interchurch Relations Committee. 
This calls for submission of the report to 
the presbyteries for official study and 
comment. Major provisions of the plan 
under discussion call for a system of 
Presbyterian bishops and _ Episcopal 
elders. 


In presenting the report, the chairman, 
A. C. Craig, of Glasgow University, said: 

“The obligation to seek unity is so ur- 
gent in the contemporary world situation 
and there is so large an area of important 
and promising agreement in the joint 
report that it would be folly amounting 
almost to vandalism to depart from the 
report or relegate it to the scrap heap of 
frustrated hopes. 

“In this grave matter, the Church of 
Scotland may not properly act as though 
this were a purely domestic concern. 
Whether we like it or not, a multitude of 
minds are focused upon us this morning.” 


No “Old Bishops” 


W. J. Baxter, also of Glasgow, said 
that no one, not even the Episcopalians, 
want to see a “return to the old bishops.”’ 
He said: 

“There is no suggestion in regard to in- 
tercommunion, of the Church of Scotland 
surrendering its right to have communion 
with members of other denominations 
such as the Congregationalists and Meth- 
odists.” 

Dr. Baxter stressed the need for the 
church to take its whole membership into 
account in any unity. He said, “There 
must be no suggestion of a schism of this 
great church after the labors to unite it.” 
(The Church of Scotland and the United 
Free Church were merged in 1929.) 

Professor W. A. Forrester, of St. An- 
drews, warned that the plan has already 





PRACTICE of requiring students to attend 
baccalaureate services violates freedom of 
religion principles and is unconstitu- 
tional, according to Patrick M. Malin 
of New York, executive director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, who 
made this charge in a letter to the Port- 
land (Maine) Press-Herald. 


caused a split in the Church of Scotland. 
“Some ministers,” he said, “‘have told me 
they simply dare not have a discussion 
of the report in their kirk sessions or 
congregations. In some cases elders have 
resigned their eldership because of this 
report. 

“Nothing has so moved and perturbed 
the church since the union of 1929. Old 
wounds that were patiently being healed, 
especially in the Highlands, have broken 
out afresh and cannot be healed until this 
report is out of the way.” 


Dr. Forrester said the report has been 
called an exploratory document and “the 
things it has discovered within the 
Church of Scotland have shamed us all.” 

However, he argued that although the 
force of circumstances might compel the 
church soon to make “an agonizing re- 
appraisal of Presbyterian polity, we can- 
not begin to consider any changes which 
may be necessary until the distracting 
and confusing issues raised by the joint 
report are out of the way.” 

The report also recommended that 
conversations should be instituted with 
the Congregational union of Scotland. 
With reference to this proposal, Dr. Craig 
said, “When the two churches stand 
cheek by jowl on the same soil and min- 
ister to the same economic, social and 
national community, there is bound to 
be a redundancy of effort.” 

In his service as the Queen’s Lord 





Nominating Committee 


Named to the Nominating Committee 
of the Presbyterian, U. S., General As- 
sembly are the following: 

1961: John N. Thomas, Richmond, 
Va.; W. Edward McNair, Decatur, Ga.; 
Mrs. Robert F. Howe, Helena, Ark. 

1959: William H. Kadel, Orlando, 
Fla., to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of E. L. Repass. 

These appointments were made by the 
Assembly’s Moderator, Philip F. Hower- 
ton. At the same time he named John 
E. Richards, of Macon, Ga., to serve on 
the Committee on Worship for the next 
Assembly. This includes the responsi- 
bility for preparation of the orders of 
worship during the Assembly. 








High Commissioner to the Assembly, the 
Duke of Hamilton took the Assembly 
somewhat by surprise with a plea for 
unity. 

For this representative to do more than 
deal in pleasantries, particularly when 
he is considered the spokesman for the 
Queen in such an Assembly, was consid- 
ered novel. The Duke, who is an elder 
and an active churchman, said the church 
stands weakened in its witness before the 
world because it is “torn with disunity.” 
He said: 

“We stand divided at a time when we 
are facing a challenge to the Christian 
tradition more powerful than at any 
period since the Dark Ages. . . . Expe- 
rience, particularly in other lands, has 
shown the readiness with which men will 
heed the gospel message when Christians 
of all communions unite in proclaiming 
it. 

“Now, under the shadow of nuclear 
weapons, with all the problems of racial 
and other hatreds unsolved and the men- 
ace of materialism ever before us, we find 
that instead of manifesting the power of 
Christianity and bringing hope to a 
stricken world, Christians bewilder and 
embitter their fellowmen by denying 
through their actions the gospel of love 
and charity, even within the Christian 
fellowship. How can the Christian, seek- 
ing truth, expect to find it when even his 
fellow-Christians are so disunited that 
they cannot come together in the central 
act of the Christian faith? 

“Surely it is not enough to content 
ourselves with progress in the field of coop- 
eration such as is represented in the Brit- 
ish Council of Churches, when such tragic 
limits are being set to our fellowship in 
the spirit. It is necessary to seek with 
unabated urgency the road along which 
we can journey in Christian charity with 
one another, resolving to close no door, 
miss no opportunity, shun no sacrifice 
that will enable Christians to answer the 
call to ‘make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.’ ”’ 


“Notable” Appeal 

Moderator John A. Fraser praised this 
“notable and moving” appeal for Chris- 
tian unity. 

In other actions the Assembly: 

—Went on record opposing recom- 
mendations that homosexuality by con- 
senting adult males should cease to be 
a criminal offense. Proposed legal 
changes that have been suggested, accord- 
ing to the Assembly, would be “liable 
to misunderstanding and misinterpreta- 
tion and calculated to increase rather 
than diminish this grave evil.” 

—Appointed a special committee to 
consider the place of women in the 
church, including their admission as 
elders. 

—Submitted to the presbyteries for 
study a recommendation that would have 
the effect of abolishing a 300-year-old 
ban on Church of Scotland ministers 
serving in parliament. 

—Commissioned Robert Kemp, a well- 
known Scottish playwright and author, to 
write a pageant for the Church of Scot- 
land to mark the fourth centenary of the 
Reformation in 1960. 
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Mississippi Debates 
Orthodox Church Acts 


Major discussion at the recent meeting 
of the Synod of Mississippi had to do 
with a PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK report 
of a year ago when the synod authorized 
(by a vote of 56-52) an investigation of 
charges that members of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church were being aided 
in an infiltration of that synod. 

Basis of the discussion was a report 
presented by G. T. Gillespie, which said 
that the facts in the article were substan- 
tially correct, with some exceptions, but 
the committee insisted that there is no 
“definite plan to infiltrate the Southern 
church.” 

One of the major efforts of the oppo- 
sition was to delete the statement that 
the OUTLOOK report was substantially 
correct and leave only this judgment: 
“The article fails to present the complete 
picture necessary for a sound conclusion.” 


Adoption 86-54 

After a tie vote on this question at 
62-62, the committee’s statement was 
sustained 74-66, and after extended de- 
bate the complete report was adopted 86- 
54. 

The report deals with THE OuTLOoK 
article as if it were simply charges by 
THE OUTLOOK, instead of being what 
was stated to be the concerns and judg- 
ments of members of the Synod of Mis- 
sissippi who supplied the information to 
THE OUTLOOK. 


The report says: 

“Although there are indications that 
there are some ministers in the Synod 
of Mississippi who have been willing to 
assist in placing ministers from the Or- 
thodox Presbyterian Church in vacant 
churches, this in itself involves no reflec- 
tion on their good faith or loyalty, or is 
necessarily a matter worthy of criticism.” 

One of the leaders of the opposition to 
the report was James Finch of Hatties- 
burg, a lawyer who was also a commis- 
sioner at the recent Charlotte Assembly. 
He said the synod was without jurisdic- 
tion in its approval of the investigation 
last year. Any such efforts, he said, 
should be made at the presbytery level. 

The committee’s report declares that 
THE OvrtTLooK article omitted “other 
facts having an important bearing on the 
questions raised” but it does not specify 
what those facts are, or where they may 
be obtained. Neither is it made clear 
whether the committee feels the publica- 
tion deliberately omitted this informa- 
tion or did not have access to it. 

The committee looked with disfavor 
upon the way in which the situation was 
reported in THe OUTLOOK and in sup- 
pert of its position quoted from the 1955 
Christian Relations report to the General 
Assembly criticizing the publication of 
“irresponsible charges” instead of tak- 


ing these before a church court. The 
committee, however, does not indicate 
what it considers to have been any such 
charges against any individuals who may 
have been concerned. 


Useful Purpose 


The conclusion of its report expresses 
this judgment: 

“It is possible that this investigation 
will have served a useful purpose if it 
helps to alert the church to one of the 
gravest dangers which confronts us at 
this hour, namely, the growing spirit of 
factionalism and partisan feelings in the 
church.” 


Then it closes with an appeal to “close 
ranks and press forward with mutual 
respect and confidence.” 

The synod is faced with another report 
on which there are differences of opinion, 
dealing with a realignment of the boun- 
daries of presbyteries. This was referred 
to the presbyteries “for study and recom- 
mendation.” 


At the present time Central Missis- 
sippi Presbytery includes approximately 
40% of the churches, ministers, church 
members, and wealth of the entire synod. 
Other presbyteries are handicapped be- 
cause of their small numbers and re- 
sources. 


Following the synod’s severance of its 
connection with its home for dependent 
children last year, it adopted this year 
a report on child care, which includes a 
program of foster home care for children 
below school age, with a full-time coun- 
selor in charge of the work. Upon reach- 
ing school age these children would enter 
French Camp Academy, Chamberlain 
Hunt Academy, or Belhaven College. 

Van M. Arnold, Greenwood pastor, 
was elected Moderator to succeed Erst 
Long, of Ripley, a layman. 


ITEMS 
Presbyterian, U.P.-USA 


Two Presbyterian, USA, young people 
will be among 40 young Americans leav- 
ing June 30 for a five- to six-week tour 
of the Soviet Union. They are Robert 
Hackler, a senior at Northwestern Uni- 
versity, and David Wiley, a junior at 
Yale Divinity School. Professor Robert 
E. Bowers, of Hanover College, will be 
one of the adult leaders. 


xk * x 


Geneva Records, provided by West- 
minster Press, will offer a series of record- 
ings for small children. Already avail- 
able, these contain material prepared by 
children’s editors and heads of the De- 
partment of Children’s Program of the 
Board of Christian Education. With se- 
lections of poems, songs, Scripture verses, 
and other material, they have been made 
with a view to guiding the child in his 
understanding of his place in God’s 
world. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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Daily Record 


FROM THE PITTSBURGH ASSEMBLY 


Thursday 
(Continued from last week) 

Two significant papers were adopted 
by the Pittsburgh Assembly to be sent 
to the constituents of the church. The 
first one “In Unity—For Mission”—was 
sent to all congregations to mark the 
uniting of the churches. This was pre- 
pared through the U. P. Board of Admin- 
istration and the USA General Council, 
with suggestions coming from many peo- 
ple for its composition. 

Newspapers played it up as something 
of an attack on the Washington admin- 
istration’s foreign policy, but any such 
interpretation as this formed a small part 
of a longer paper. Some excerpts: 


1. The Church Is God’s Servant 


By the gracious providence of Almighty 
God, we who formerly were two churches 
of the same tradition are no longer two 
but one. We give heartfelt thanks to God 
for those who have prayed and labored for 
this day, many of whom, having died, saw 
its fulfillment only from afar. We are 
strengthened by the contemplation of our 
heritage, but God forbid that reflection 
upon it should engender false pride or 
create complacency. It is all too easy for 
the church to become a venerated but 
sterile institution in the society in which 
it exists. Neither the church itself nor 
any of its achievements, whether its struc- 
ture or its doctrine, its unity or its work, 
can ever be mere ends in themselves; all 
are but means to serve the ongoing pur- 
pose and redemptive love of God. 

We look forward in faith to the un- 
folding of God’s purpose for our new 
church. As The United Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, 
the largest body in the world-wide Pres- 
byterian family, we must understand our 
Reformed tradition and relate it to our 
day. 

The church is truly the church when it 
serves God, when God’s sons and daugh- 
ters joyously become their Father’s serv- 
ants. ... 


ll. It Is the Church’s Mission to 
Radiate the Light of God 


The church is called to radiate the light 
of God in every society and in every age. 
In this day when Christian ideas are wide- 
ly rejected or distorted, the church is 
called to point our generation to the foun- 
tain of truth and goodness, to God him- 
self as he is revealed through Holy Scrip- 
ture in Jesus Christ the Word made flesh. 
In the light of Jesus Christ, and only in 
that light, does man’s thought become 
luminous and relevant... . 

A nation, as well as an individual, can 
lose its soul. We Americans are in danger 
of rejecting the heritage which made us 
what we are. With penitence let us con- 
fess that as a people we are becoming less 
interested in righteousness than in na- 
tional security and international superior- 
ity. Relations between us and other peoples 
are no longer primarily determined by 
moral principles or by considerations of 
human need. The ancient words justice 
and righteousness, emptied of their true 
content, are used as weapons in interna- 
tional politics. Self-interest is becoming 
the great absolute. Even baptizing self- 
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interest with the adjective enlightened 
does not make it Christian. 

Our fathers’ concept of freedom is also 
being debased. For them, freedom flowed 
from obedience to God. We must be deeply 
disturbed by the contemporary myth of the 
free world. This nation counts among its 
allies some nations which are in no sense 
free. By our actions we proclaim to the 
world that lands where human freedom 
is utterly dead can qualify for member- 
ship in the free world simply by supplying 
military bases or strategic commodities. 
This kind of international hypocrisy 
should be abhorrent to Christians, and in 
its presence the church dare not keep 
silent. In the effort to achieve a posture 
of power, our nation must not ignore the 
suppression of God-given human rights in 
any land. We call, therefore, for a re- 
appraisal of the current concepts of free- 
dom and the free world. 

Today, as always, “the fear of the Lord 


Neither is there any substitute for for- 
giveness. Civilization at its best stands in 
need of divine forgiveness. While some 
nations are greater sinners than others, 
there is no righteous nation upon earth. 
We as a people should, therefore, be ready 
to admit our faults to other nations as 
a prelude to seeking a basis of under- 
standing. Contrition for our own sins will 
do more to create an atmosphere condu- 
cive to peace than press releases denounc- 
ing the sins of others.... 

It is imperative that the voice of his- 
tory echoing the wisdom of the Christian 
ages be heard. A false and baneful doc- 
trine is being persistently proclaimed, 
namely, that in the present world situa- 
tion there are only two alternatives, either 
victory over the new Communistic pow- 
ers, or the annihilation of the traditional 
democracies. There was a time when 
Christians and Moslems fervently held 
that one group or the other had to be 
totally vanquished by force. But even- 
tually they learned to live in the same 
world. At a later period in history, Prot- 
estants and Roman Catholics thought that 
one side or the other had to be wiped out. 
But the time came when they, too, learned 
to co-exist as they do today. In neither 
situation, however, does coexistence im- 
ply the compromise of Christian convic- 
tions and the abatement of evangelistic 
zeal. Persuasion rather than force is the 
true means of conversion. So, also, still 
striving for the freedom of all men, we 
today must coexist with Communist na- 
tions. In this nuclear age, the only alter- 
native to coexistence is coextinction. 


Ill. It Is the Church’s Mission to 
Mediate the Love of God 


The supreme mission of the church is 
redemptive in character. We are loyal to 
the church’s redemptive mission when we 
proclaim to all men the gospel of Christ 
and when we love all men with the affec- 
tion of Christ.... 


IV. The Church’s Mission Is on the 
Frontier 


To radiate the light of God and mediate 
the love of God, the church must be a pil- 
grim church. God summons us to pil- 
grimage, to life on the missionary road. 
We must journey not only along desert 
paths and jungle trails, but in the teem- 
ing alleys of our cities. God commands 
us to be missionaries not only in the com- 


munity where we live, not alone in the 
national environment of our home church, 
but to the ends of the earth. The church’s 
place is the frontier. But for the church 
in the discharge of its God-given mission, 
the frontier is more than a location. It is 
wherever any sector of thought or life 
has to be occupied in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

Only as church members become Christ’s 
missionaries in their several vocations, in 
government and diplomacy, in industry 
and commerce, in the home and in the 
classroom, in the clinic and on the farm, 
will men perceive that Christ is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. 

The world is no better than it is pri- 
marily because we Christian are no better 
than we are, and for the same reason the 
church is not better than it is. We have 
not abandoned ourselves to God’s will. 
We have not assumed a full measure of 
responsibiilty for the world in which we 
must continue to live. We are haunted by 
our Lord’s own question, “What do ye 
more than others?” Our Lord calls the 
church to unqualified obedience. The 
measure of our obedience is the measure 
of our power. Let the church demonstrate 
by the consistency of its life the validity 
of its claims. 

This we call upon our churches to do. 
Every congregation should be a reflection 
of the holy, catholic church. “There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” In Christ racial, cultural, social, 
economic, and sex distinctions become 
meaningless and are erased. As the church 
is commissioned to make disciples of all 
nations, so each congregation is called 
upon to evangelize, and to welcome into 
its membership, all the unchurched people 
of its community without regard to their 
racial, economic, or cultural background 
and condition. To fail at this point is 
to deny the efficacy of the Atonement in 
our own lives and to betray the very gos- 
pel we seek to proclaim.... 

We pray that this union will mark the 
beginning of that spiritual awakening 
which our church, and all the churches, 
and the whole human family, so sorely 
need in this hour. ... 


Thursday Afternoon 

Several efforts were made at the be- 
ginning of the Assembly and later on to 
designate the Pittsburgh meeting as the 
“First General Assembly” of the new 
church instead of the 170th. The rami- 
fications of this had been thought out in 
advance and the consolidations commit- 
tee and other groups felt that the 170th 
designation should be used. 

The concluding comment on the ques- 
tion before the recommendation to call 
it the 170th was approved was made by 
a Chattanooga commissioner who asked 
an unanswered question: “If the U. S. 
church were to come into the union with- 
in ten years, what General Assembly 
would we designate that one?” 

The first General Council of the new 
church was named with these members- 
at-large elected for four years: 


Charles R. Ehrhardt, Newark, N. J.; 
Paul Calhoun, Albuquerque, N. M.; J. 
Davis Illingworth, Wheeling, W. Va.; Rob- 
ert J. Lamont, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Jasper 
Manton, Dallas, Texas; David E. Moly- 
neaux, Flint, Mich.; George D. Munro, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Edward Radcliff, Los 








Angeles, Calif.; Cary N. Weisiger, 3d, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Robert M. Young, Akron, 
Ohio; R. Clair Anderson, Prairie Village, 
Kan.; Wallace Dayton, Minneapolis, 
Minn.; Duncan M. Findlay, New York 
City; Robert K. Hill, Chicago, Ill.; Roy 
W. Lewis, St. Clairsville, Ohio; Paul Mc- 
Kelvy, Los Angeles, Calif.; William P. 
Thompson, Wichita, Kan.; Mrs. Calvin 
Douglass, Baltimore, Md.; Mrs. Karl P. 
Conrad, Scranton, Pa.; Mrs. Clyde L. 
Schmoyer, Seattle, Wash.; Mrs. Samuel 
C. Weir, Dearborn, Mich. 

These board representatives were named 
for one year: 

Christian Education (USA): Ganse Lit- 
tle, Pasadena, Calif.; (U. P.) William H. 
Neely, Pittsburgh, Pa. National Missions 
(USA): Raymond I. Lindquist, Holly- 
wood, Calif.; American Missions (U. P.): 
William C. Latta, Pittsburgh, Pa. Board 
of Pensions (USA): C. Ransom Comfort, 
Patterson, N. J.; (U. P.): Russell C. 
Burkholder, Philadelphia, Pa. Theological 
Education: Ralph B. Hindman, Buffalo, 
N. Y. 

Having been approved by the Assem- 
bly, an amendment to the Form of Gov- 
ernment is being submitted to the pres- 
byteries which will enable a presbytery 
or a synod to name one or more vice- 
moderators if desired. 


Friday Afternoon 


The liveliest debate in the early days 
of the Assembly concerned a provision 
by the Committee on Consolidations that 
all actions looking toward negotiations 
of union should be carried on by the 
new Commission on Ecumenical Mission 
and Relations. This new body merges the 
Foreign Mission activities of the two de- 
nominations plus interdenominational 
and ecumenical and union responsibili- 
ties. 

Anticipating some difficulty, the com- 
mittee had Harold B. Walker, of Evan- 
ston, Ill., stress the urgency of the step 
and underscore the importance of having 
the entire program correlated. The past 
structure, he said, has been inadequate. 
Mission is the dynamic heartbeat of the 
commission. Union is the result of mis- 
sion. Church union will be a continuing 
concern of the commission. 

Barney E. Maclean of St. Louis failed 
in an effort to have the matter recom- 
mitted and to provide for a commission 
on unity. His talk included an attack 
upon too great centralization in one com- 
mission and charges that a number of 
presbyteries and well qualified men are 
never represented through their service 
in any board or agency, as he pled for 
decentralizing Assembly powers and 
function. 

When the Maclean effort was defeated, 
Harrison Ray Anderson, of Chicago, a 
former Moderator and one of the leaders 
in activities looking toward the union of 
the churches, proposed that “for the pur- 
pose of church union and for this pur- 
pose only,” a committee of twelve plus 
the Moderator and Stated Clerk be given 
this responsibility. One person in each 
of three classes would be nominated by 


the Commission on Ecumenical Missions 
so as to provide liaison. This body would 
have one task—to work in the field of 
church union. He said it is not fair to 
take the new commission and give it an- 
other large assignment; other churches do 
not want a commission to deal with, but 
a committee representing the Assembly; 
and one group dedicated to this purpose 
can do it better. 

It was his opinion, he said, that under 
the proposed kind of organization the 
union of U. P. and USA churches could 
not have been achieved. 

He denounced centralizing tendencies 
both in the church and in the U. S. gov- 
ernment. Somewhere, he said, this flow 
to power must stop. It had also been the 
plan to unite the Boards of Christian 
Education and National Missions, he 
said, but this encountered difficulties in 
the General Council. (It is understood 
that this is not completely out of the 
realm of possibility, but is still under 
study.—Eds. ) 

Dr. Anderson said he had spent his 
life for one thing, outside his own con- 
gregation—seeking the reunion of Ameri- 
can Presbyterianism. He said he had 
had more pressure brought against him 
to accept the committee’s recommendation 
than in any experience he could recall. 
He said he was not bound to win in his 
effort, but he was bound to stand up for 
the best he knew. 

Dr. Anderson was supported by R. J. 
Wig, of Los Angeles, who has been a 
prominent layman in the union negotia- 
tions and other official activities. Most 
of his appeal was on the basis of a re- 
examination needed in the church’s agen- 
cies and the difficulty of getting results 
in an operation so large as some of them 
are. He protested in particular the pro- 
cedure of having a docket for a board 
meeting arranged in advance with items 
to be considered listed at the beginning 
as having been voted. (This is done for 
convenience in inserting the approved 
actions in the Minutes.—Eds.) 

Most of the other leading participants 
in the church union negotiations were 
opposed to the Anderson amendment and 
were seated on the platform as members 
of the new commission. Dr. Anderson 
had indicated that he had declined to be 
named to the commission. 

President R. W. Gibson, of Monmouth 
College, a former U. P. Moderator, and 
on the committee on union, opposed the 
Anderson motion and declared that the 
strongest emphasis for union had come 
from the mission fields. It is important 
that this effort be related to one of the 
great thrusts of the church. He said that 
he had a feeling, after talking with the 
U. S. Moderator, that the Southern 
church could have conversations with a 
commission such as was being proposed, 
but could hardly have anything to do 
with a committee whose only purpose is 
to negotiate union. 


Ansley C. Moore, also of the former 
U. P. Church, said new methods are 
needed, what is proposed in the commis- 
sion is the logical plan, it is based on 
experience, it brings together two em- 
phases that belong together: unity and 
mission. 

Professor David N. Freedman of West- 
ern Seminary felt that the contrast be- 
tween the two proposals had been drawn 
too sharply and he felt that the discus- 
sion of the topic centered too largely in 
personalities. His efforts to submit the 
matter to conference failed. The Assem- 
bly laughed when Assistant Stated Clerk 
Henry Barraclough read from his short- 
hand notes the Freedman motion ver- 
batim as the Assembly was called to 
“work out what is, after all, not the most 
important issue in the world.” 

After other commissioners had spoken 
on both sides Dr. Walker made the con- 
cluding comment, telling that he had at 
first been inclined to agree to a separate 
committee, but he had changed his mind. 
He said union didn’t come because we 
had two committees sit down together; 
it came out of mission in which we en- 
gaged together. He said his passion for 
union is just as great as that of Dr. 
Anderson. The U. S. church is in no 
mood for union, but it can engage in re- 
lations that can end ultimately, by the 
grace of God, in union. 

Called on for his final word, Dr. An- 
derson urged that the matter not be voted 
on a personal basis, but on the merits 
of the amendment. He said that “if any- 
body feels that somebody on this commit- 
tee is going to start rushing towards 
Georgia with a flag, he is just mistaken.” 

In a close contest, a standing vote was 
required and the count showed 460-441 
favoring the amendment providing for a 
separate committee. 

It was rumored that approximately 
$30,000 had already been spent in print- 
ing literature and other material describ- 
ing what was expected to be approved in 
the Consolidations Committee report. 


Saturday Morning 


S. Carson Wasson, Rye, N. Y., made 
a partial report for the Bills and Over- 





Committee on Union 

Named to the Presbyterian, USA, 
Committee on Union by the Pittsburgh 
Assembly were: 

1959—Edward A. Dowey, Princeton, N. 
J.; Mrs. Raymond C. Rankin, Greeneville, 
Tenn.; Elmer C. Elsea, Denver, Colo. 

1960—Harold R. Martin, Bloomington, 
Ill.; Dr. Frank Hanett; Donald A. Spen- 
cer, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

1961—Carlton Ketchum, Pittsburgh; 
Harrison Ray Anderson, Chicago; D. 
Kirkland West, Medford, Ore. 

Also, three members are to be named 
by the Commission on Ecumenical Mis- 
sion and Relation. The Assembly’s Mod- 
erator and Stated Clerk are ex officio 
members. 
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tures Committee, dealing with a proposal 
that educational aid be provided to fam- 
ilies of church workers who receive less 
than $4,800 a year. The study was be- 
gun last year and the committee recom- 
mended 13-12 that it be continued. Albert 
J. Lindsey, Tacoma, Wash., pastor, led 
the effort for the minority, seeking to 
have the plan killed. The chief basis 
of his attack upon it was that it ‘smacks 
of socialism, which prepares the way to 
Communism.” On other grounds he in- 
sisted that it would be an unwise and 
dangerous procedure. Furthermore, he 
said, it would be discriminatory, since 
children in the home of an elder would 
not be helped in this way. A better solu- 
tion, he said, had been pointed to by the 
committee making the study, which would 
call for the payment of adequate salaries 
to church workers, but most important 
of all, he said, was prayer. No other 
speeches were made on this topic and the 
vote was taken with the minority recom- 
mendation losing. 

Before the majority recommendation 
was adopted, a commissioner from IIli- 
nois rose to challenge some of the ideas 
which had been advanced in the Lindsey 
argument. He asked, “Is any action to 
aid churches socialism? There are many 
of us who do not like for this to be labeled 
as socialism, for it is the last thing that 
it is.” 

Clayton T. Griswold, who has retired 
from leadership in the field of radio and 
television, was paid tribute for his service 
and addressed the Assembly on the chal- 
lenge in this field. 

The long-used term, “benevolences,” is 
being replaced and the church now has 
a General Mission Budget, including 
what was formerly thought of under the 
older term. The new phraseology appears 
to be gaining a cordial reception. Her- 
mann N. Morse, general secretary for 
National Missions, was called upon to 
explain the background of the budget. 
He declared that if the two churches have 
had any embarrassment in merging it is 
because they have both been so deeply 
missionary and have committed them- 
selves on so wide a front. The budget 
as proposed, he said, is a program of 
ministry, of validated need. It is not 
an appropriation. The churches are asked 
to share in it. Nothing here is imposed. 
If there is any compulsion it arises out 
of the history of our churches and our 
our commitment to the gospel. It also 
recognizes some of the financial facts of 
life—what we are able to do. It is an 
invitation to the church to respond. This 
budget is an integral part of local needs. 
It is a part of the total program of the 
church. 

For current operations the sum is $34,- 
716,600 plus an advance program that 
it is hoped will bring in an additional 
$13,008,497. 

About the advance program, Dr. Morse 


JUNE 16, 1958 


asked, “Is it realistic? Well, you have 
to stretch. We may not go all the way, 
but we hope to go some of the way.” 

Looking toward 1962, the budget plan- 
ners have set up a goal of $57,632,663. 
Said Dr. Morse, when we reach there we 
could say that we are doing a reasonably 
adequate job. 

When he sat down his presentation of 
the budget and its implications were 
heartily applauded. Dr. Taylor, the Mod- 
erator, said all in the new church are 
hoping for a great advance. He reminded 
the body that following the union of 1858 
which brought the United Presbyterian 
Church into being there had been a great 
advance in giving, in membership and in 
all areas of the church’s life. It is hoped 
that it will be true now. 

The budget was adopted by a standing 
vote and with applause. 

Leaders in the women’s program spoke 
to the Assembly. The two separate groups 
are being organized under the title of 
“United Presbyterian Women.” 

J. Howard Pew, of Philadelphia, re- 
ported for the Presbyterian Foundation 
and introduced its new director, Don 


Emerson Hall, formerly of Menlo Park, 
Calif. 


Monday Morning 


In connection with the report of the 
Department on Ministerial Relations, an 
effort was made to delete all references 
to race in information provided churches 
seeking pastors. After some discussion of 
this procedure, leaders of the department 
said this information had been provided 
in only a few cases in the past nine years 
and unless it had other instructions to 
govern it, they will now “cease and de- 
sist.” 

W. Sherman Skinner, St. Louis, Mo., 
addressed the Assembly on behalf of the 
Christian Education report and for the 
board. 

The report called attention to the wide- 
spread interest in and acceptance of the 
1957 report on ‘The Church and the 
Public Schools.” In the discussion a 
Michigan commissioner raised the ques- 
tion as to an apparent contradiction in 
the church’s position on public schools 
and its program on behalf of church-re- 
lated colleges. In response, Ganse Little, 
Pasadena, Calif., president of the board, 
explained: 

“We draw a distinction between educa- 
tion at the secondary level that is taxed 
and required and education at the college 
level that is non-taxed and voluntary. Ac- 
cording to the Reformed faith, it is our 
conviction that primary instruction in re- 
ligion is an affair of the home.” 

Asked then if the report constituted 
something of an attack on public higher 
education, he replied in the negative, in- 
dicating that he felt there is ample room 
for both forms of education. 


Lloyd M. Collins, Lakeville, Mich., 
president of the National Council of 


United Presbyterian Men, and Paul 
Moser, executive secretary, reported for 
that organization. Mr. Collins said the 
program is now reaching about half of 
the one million Presbyterian men. 

Samuel C. Weir completed the report 
of the special committee on Consolida- 
tions and this was approved and the com- 
mittee’s work was applauded. 


$10,000,000 Fund 


The recommendation from the General 
Council in the Board of Administration 
was approved by the Assembly calling 
for a plan by which the Presbyterian 
Church Development Corporation is 
urged to borrow up to $10,000,000 for 
new church development and church ex- 
tension. This money will be borrowed 
and loaned as needed, interest will be 
charged and synods or presbyteries will 
guarantee repayment. Only as much as 
is needed in any one year will be bor- 
rowed in that year. 

In addition to the earlier letter ad- 
dressed to congregations, the Assembly 
adopted a paper presented by Paul S. 
Wright to go to the judicatories of the 
church—sessions, presbyteries and syn- 
ods. This is called “A Summons to Ac- 
tion—Toward a Prophetic Church for 
Our Day.” 

Five “areas of thrust to be emphasized 
in the initial program of the new, united 
church” are pointed out: 

1. To glorify God through worship, 


spiritual disciplines and personal dedica- 
tion. 

2. To engage the whole church in a 
fresh study of the tenets of our reformed 
faith, their relevance to the crucial issues 
of our time, and how they must be applied 
today. 

3. To place a major emphasis upon the 
apostolate of the laity, underscoring a 
well-defined program of evangelism and 
Christian action. 

4. To call upon the agencies of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the new church speedily 
to present to the church the most urgent 
elements of their present programs to 
challenge the church to significant ad- 
vance in all areas of concern. 

5. To call upon the agencies and judi- 
catories of the church to expedite a study 
and self-analysis of current programs in 
the light of the urgent problems of the 
day, directed specifically toward the is- 
sues named in this paper and in the state- 
ment, ‘In Unity—For Mission.” 


Monday Afternoon 


In another report from the Bills and 
Overtures Committee, it was recom- 
mended, and the Assembly approved, 
that a committee study the diversities of 
ministries and, with an addition from the 
floor, the whole question of ordination. 

Concern has been expressed about a 
possible question regarding religion on 
the 1960 census, but it was reported that 
this question will not appear and an ac- 
tion urged in regard to this was not taken. 

The Presbytery of The Redwoods 
(Calif.) wanted the Assembly to urge 
the Church of Scotland to enter into “a 

(Continued on page 10) 
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EDITORIAL 


Pittsburgh Notebook 


In his talk on behalf of Christian Ed- 
ucation, W. Sherman Skinner of St. 
Louis pointed out that while one person 
in 63 in this country is a Presbyterian, 
the proportion of those in college express- 
ing Presbyterian preference is one in 
ten; in large universities one in eight; 
among faculty and graduate students it 
is one in six or seven. By seven years 
from now, he said, the student popula- 
tion will have increased 65%. 
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The word ecumenical caused some 
trouble in the Assembly. Early in the 
session somebody mispronounced it you- 
cumenical. After the structure of the 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations (including the Foreign Mis- 
sion program) had been approved, a com- 
missioner said he had found a number 
of people who were unhappy about the 
term and they wanted it to be changed 
to “overseas.” A motion to reconsider 
would require two-thirds approval. He 
made the motion and some unidentified 
person seconded it, but when the vote 
was put there was not a single voice 
raised to favor the step. 

* * * 

On another voice vote those in favor 
said: Aye; then those who were op- 
posed were called upon to express 
themselves and the only sound that was 
made was somebody sneezing. 
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A story by the Southern Presbyterian 
Moderator, Philip F. Howerton, was 
somewhat abused in a published report 
of it next day. Mr. Howerton had told 
about R. L. Dabney, who, in addition to 
his rigid and highly influential theo- 
logical teachings, served as a chaplain 
in the Confederacy and as Major and 
Chief of Staff to Stonewall Jackson. But 
the story, as it appeared in Pittsburgh, 
referred to Dr. Dabney as a Kentucky 
colonel. 


Some Orthodox Presbyterians  at- 
tempted to make their presence felt in 
connection with the Pittsburgh merger, 
but the effort was a dismal failure. They 
distributed some abusive literature, sched- 
uled a meeting across the street from the 
Assembly’s meeting place on Sunday 
afternoon, put advertising in the paper 
appealing to “Christians, Presbyterians, 
Fundamentalists, Protestants,’ under 
sponsorship of the Presbytery of Ohio of 
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. How- 
ever, fewer than a hundred people showed 
up, including a number of children. Rob- 
ert L. Atwell, of Philadelphia, who 
withdrew from the USA church in 1936, 
was the speaker. He was quoted as say- 
ing the Orthodox Church was unable “to 
enter the United Church because it is 
not truly Presbyterian.” The Orthodox 
Church has had nothing to do with the 
merger, but it has been seeking to cause 
discontent about the union. 

* ¢ 2 
Sunday afternoon is a special time 
at an Assembly, with three simulta- 
neous programs emphasizing tradi- 
tionally National Missions, Foreign 

Missions, and Christian Education. 

These provide opportunity for the ex- 

pression of individual interests and 

also an emphasis upon sociability and 
acquaintance. 
/* * 

The Sunday afternoon meeting in Pitts- 
burgh this year under the banner of 
“Ecumenical Mission and Relations” 
was an inspiring service, with mission- 
aries and nationals from many parts of 
the world. One feature of the program 
was led by Peter K. Emmons, Scranton, 
Pa., long-time president of the Board 
of Foreign Missions, who collected sug- 
gestions for a season of prayer with one 
emphasis mentioned from each country 
represented. It resulted in an amazing 
list and a moving season of prayer. The 
requests ran like this: 

Pakistan—for consecrated, able leader- 
ship. 

China—for the seminaries in Commu- 
nist China. 

Philippines—for a greater evangelistic 
outreach. 

Korea—for the healing grace of God in 
the divisions and diversities in that 
church. 

Egypt—that the youth be kept from re- 
sponding to the false philosophies offered 
today. 

Nepal—for guidance in present negotia- 
tions determining whether missions can 
continue there. 

Thailand—(1) for more fraternal work- 
ers, and (2) a greater response from 
young people. 

Muslim Lands—for the progress of the 
gospel. 

U. S. A.—for students who are here, 
from all over the world, that they may 
be kept in their Christian faith and may 
go back with renewed dedication. 

Mezrico—particularly for the student 
work and the leadership of Women’s 
Work. 

France—for the leadership of God’s 
spirit in this critical hour. 


Hong Kong—for the hundreds of thou- 
sands of refugees congregated there. 

Iran and Iraqg—that leadership may be 
raised up for work there. 

Indonesia—that a new leadership may 
be won and that internal peace and the 
end of conflict may come. 

Syria—for the growth of the church 
and for the Arab refugees from the Holy 
Land. 

Brazil—for a new understanding of the 
mission of the church today. 

Japan—that zeal in evangelism may be 
quickened. 

Africa—for unity among the races there. 

India—for the spirit of unity and for 
negotiations toward a united church now 
going on there. 

Everywhere—for the Jewish people of 
all countries. 
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Here are some of the stories to be re- 
membered from the Pittsburgh Assem- 
bly. Harold B. Walker, Evanston, II1., 
told about two cows that were grazing 
alongside a highway down which ran 
tank trucks of milk on their way to the 
distributor. On the side of the trucks 
one could read: “Pasteurized, homoge- 
nized, Vitamin A added.” One cow turned 
to the other and said: “It makes you 
feel sort of inadequate, doesn’t it?” 

x * * 

Edwin T. Dahlberg, NCC president, 
from St. Louis, told of the Pope’s ar- 
rival at the Pearly Gates, where, upon 
encountering some difficulty, St. Peter 
said, ‘‘But I thought you had the keys.” 

“Ves, I have the keys,” he said, “but 
the Lutherans changed the locks.” 

* * * 

J. Calvin Reid said, “The one thing 
to be concerned about in connection 
with your family tree is that when it 
gets to vou it has not begun to bear 


nuts.” 
* *k * 


A limerick went like this: 

There was a young bard from Japan 

Who wrote verses nobody could scan. 

He said, Yes, I know, 

I confess it is so, 

But I always like to get as many 
words in the last line as I can. 

*¢ > 

Harold Martin, the retiring Modera- 
tor told this one: 

A husband and wife were sitting one 
evening in the living room. He was quite 
deaf. As she rocked in her chair she 
turned to him and said, “I’m proud of 
you.” He looked back at her and said, 
“T’m tired of you too.” 

. 6-@ 

In connection with pensions for re- 
tired ministers it was brought out that 
the Social Security people do not regard 
the preaching of old sermons as being 
any constructive service. 

* * * 

Harrison Ray Anderson, protesting the 
concept of infallibility, quoted Cardinal 
Gibbons upon his return to this country 
soon after the proclamation of papal in- 
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fallibility. What did the cardinal think 
about it, he was asked. ‘‘Well,” he said 
as he shook his head, “when the Pope 
met me in the Vatican gardens he called 
me Jibbons.” 
* 6 « 
Tribute was paid to the late Hugh 
I, Evans, of whom it was said that he 
“tried to see the best in the meanest 
people, and to shut his eyes to the 
meanest in the best.” 
o* * * 

It is always an inspiring experience 
to see the large number of able and well 
informed laymen, in addition to those in 
the organized Men’s activity, carry re- 
sponsibilities in connection with this 
Assembly’s program. They indicate that 
their knowledge is not recently gained, 
but comprehensive and of long standing. 

.= *@ 

The Pittsburgh Assembly was a long 
one. Coming after centennial celebra- 
tions of the U. P. Church, then a pre- 
Assembly Evangelism conference, and 
one-day separate Assembly sessions, the 
official docket ran from Wednesday morn- 
ing through the following Wednesday 
afternoon. However, it was customary 
to find commissioners in their designated 
seats through long sessions—four hours 
or more—with no recess, and with very 
little hobnobbing during that time in the 
exhibition hall or the corridors. 

. es 6 
Martin Luther King was quoted as 
saying: “I fear the silent church more 
than I fear the shouts of mobs.” 
* * * 

The evening meetings were remarkable 
in their concept as well as in their execu- 
tion. There was practically no “promo- 
tion” of programs or causes. Everything 
appeared to be directed at pressing needs 
experienced by people, or dealing with 
crucial issues of these times. If one word 
could be found to characterize the pro- 
gram it might be the word witness, as 
churchmen were challenged to bear a 
vital Christian witness in the midst of 
critical situations and in all areas of life. 
The evening with the adult emphasis was 
so challenging that there are many de- 
mands for the script of four brief drama- 
tizations that were presented. However, 
the burden of these presentations would 
be strong medicine in many areas, par- 
ticularly in dealing with current racial 
tensions. The same kind of response 
came from the Youth Night presentation. 
Evening speakers included men like 
George F. Macleod, recent Moderator of 
the Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 
and W. A. Visser ’t Hooft of the World 
Council of Churches. And the conclud- 
ing evenings with the addresses of Mod- 
erators from many parts of the world in 
one program and the memorable pre- 
sentation in Pitt Station of “The Visited 
Planet”—an elaborate and moving spec- 
tacle—lifted the Assembly to a high 
level. 
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Footnote to the Topic: ‘A Suffering Church” 


SUFFERING FOR WHAT? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HE BIBLE nowhere pronounces 

blessings on suffering as such. In- 
deed, in the great visions of hope, a world 
is seen in which suffering shall be no 
more. Suffering is not a virtue, not a 
good thing in and of itself, not something 
to be sought. 

For all that, the beatitude stands: 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake.” Jesus said to 
his friends: “You will be hated by all 
for my name’s sake. . . . He who does 
not take his cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me.” Is this true of the church, 
as a church? It is called the Body of 
Christ, and it would be strange if the 
Head alone suffered and the body went 
free of pain. ‘‘Must Jesus bear the cross 
alone and all the world go free?” asks 
a hymnwriter, and answers his question 
correctly, “No, there’s a cross for every- 
one, and there’s a cross for me.” 

This we grant, and it calls for thought. 
But let our thought center now on the 
suffering of Christ’s people, the church, 
as a church. Of course it is true, as 
Paul says, that when one member suf- 
fers, all the members suffer with it. But 
that is not exactly the point, which is 
that sometimes, if not all the time, there 
is what might be called collective suffer- 
ing, so that we can speak meaningfully 
of a suffering church. 

There is no promised blessing for suf- 
fering for unrighteousness’ sake. If a 
shadow is cast on a church by the sins 
of its members, if a church becomes proud 
and exclusive, so much so that it withers 
on the vine for lack of fresh life, if a 
church is torn by internal quarrels so 
that peace flees from its door—or if for 
other bad reasons a church gets into dif- 
ficulties and distressing circumstances, 
the only blessing attached is the stern 
blessing that comes by making the way 
of a transgressor hard. 


UT IF THE CHURCH, as such, 

ever suffers for righteousness’ sake, 
how does this come about, and where is 
the blessing to be seen? One way in which 
the church suffers for Christ’s sake is to 
have her most Christian leadership dis- 
credited or thrown out. This is some- 
times hard to understand. When Luther 
was excommunicated, did not the whole 
church suffer and was it the better for 
its suffering? The part of the church 
that threw him out only hardened itself 
more against the gospel than ever. And 
the church which he founded—without at 
first intending it—one would think might 
have been much better off than it was, 
had it not been persecuted and in many 
directions blocked completely. Still, it 
is not an exaggeration to say that the true 
church, which Luther and others redis- 


covered and set on its upward way, was 
actually purified by the martyrdoms 
which it underwent. 

If ever there was a church which suf- 
fered for righteousness’ sake, a church 
that went out under the cross, it was the 
church of Luther and Calvin. But if 
ever there was a church that succeeded 
when everything seemed to be against it, 
it was that same church. 

Of course, we must remember that not 
all God’s blessings are promised or come 
true in this life. If this world is the only 
world there is, we would have to say that 
suffering, even for Christ’s sake, is not 
always the road to blessing. But when 
one is in the midst of the battle, it is not 
possible always to see the future blessing 
even here on this earth. Luther himself 
had periods of deep despondency, when 
he wondered what all the struggle was 
coming to. 


O IT IS in parts of the world today 

where the church is under severe 
pressure from unfriendly governments. 
The East German constitution guarantees 
religious freedom; but without passing 
any laws specifically attacking the 
church, the communist government (not 
by any stretch of the imagination a pop- 
ular government in any sense) manages 
to hamstring the church. Government 
youth organizations schedule their meet- 
ings at church time; and a boy or girl 
who does not join the organization and 
attend the meetings of the youth group, 
finds it hard, or impossible, to secure a 
job when that time comes. The business 
man who used to contribute to the church 
can no longer do so; for he is required 
to deposit in the state bank at the end of 
every business day all but the absolute 
minimum of funds. Since he is in busi- 
ness at all only by grace of the State, he 
has no way out of this. And once his 
money is in the bank, it is “kontrolliert” 
so that he cannot write a check payable 
to the church even if he wants to. What 
blessing is the church in Germany getting 
out of all this and other forms of per- 
secution? At the moment, it is hard to 
see. One has to have the strong faith 
those East German Christians have, to 
believe in the promised blessing on a 
suffering church. 

Let us come closer home. There are 
ways in which our own church can and 
does suffer for righteousness’ sake. Take 
a type of situation often repeated, the 
plight of the “inner city” church. With 
the slums coming ever closer, with its 
members moving farther and farther from 
the center of the city, many such congre- 
gations see nothing for it but to pull up 
stakes and move to Suburbia. Other 
churches, in similar situations, while by 








no means denying the need of Suburbia 
for the church, are able also to see in the 
“little people” around them, the “multi= 
tudes” as the Bible calls them, an oppor- 
tunity and not a danger. So there they 
stay in the dingy down-town, with their 
numbers depleted, their prestige a thing 
of the past, perhaps only barely able to 
convince presbytery that they deserve a 
place in the smog; but suffering for the 
cause and in the spirit of Christ. Where 
is the blessing? It is real; but it will not 
show up in the statistics. 


OMETIMES the blessing is more 

clearly visible. Take those cases, not 
too numerous but nevertheless impressive, 
where Christian ministers in the South 
have publicly stood against the local 
prejudices and have pleaded for a more 
Christian treatment of the Negro. They 
have been called names for their pains, 
they have lost their positions, they have 
had crosses burned in their front yards, 
their families have been insulted and 
threatened. They are suffering this very 
day for righteousness’ sake and the 
church is suffering with them. Where is 
the blessing? Surely it is visible in this: 
that by the courage of such men and 
women the conscience of the church is 
being pricked. Things that white Chris- 
tians used to do to the Negro blithely, 
without a thought, now may still be done, 
but only against a conscience that is be- 
ginning to be sore. And when that is 
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happening, suffering has not been in 
vain. 





PITTSBURGH ASSEMBLY 
(Continued from page 7) 
full exchange of views before committing 
itself to any profound changes” in the 
present discussions with the Episcopal 
churches of England and Scotland. The 
Assembly declined to take action on this. 

As was done in the U. S. Assembly, a 
joint study relating to union and feder- 
ated churches was presented to the As- 
sembly and was sent out to the presby- 
teries for “study and comment.” 

It was declared that in keeping a rec- 
ord of the value of property exchanges 
between the U. S. and USA churches, it 
now shows (with most of the transactions 
occurring in Arkansas) that property val- 
ued at $75,322 has been transferred to 
the U. S. church and that valued at 
$54,950 to the USA. 


Pensions 


In the presentation of the report on 
pensions, most attention was given to pos- 
sible service of ministers after retire- 
ment. It is provided that a retired pen- 
sioner may do all the occasional supply 
preaching he wishes, but he cannot serve 
an organization continuously for more 
than three months without surrendering 
his pension benefits. There is no limit 
to his earnings or to the amount of such 
work he can do on this temporary basis. 
No pension dues are paid on this service 
and it is not necessary to report it to the 
Pension Board. If there is continucus 
service in one situation for three months, 
then the regular dues are paid, or if serv- 
ice continues beyond there months the 
pension is suspended during that time. 

Further exceptions are made that will 
allow members to perform continuous 
service to the church after retirement 
while receiving their full pension bene- 
fits, if this is reported to the board by the 
pensioner before or immediately after the 











mi z 
in 


Richmond 


FIRST & MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORP, 











10 


beginning date of such service. This is 
now provided: 

(1) A retired member may serve the 
church in a mew part-time position created 
by the congregation or employing organi- 
zation on a salary of not more than 
$2,000 a year plus manse. A congrega- 
tion can do this only if it continues to 
have a full-time pastor, or if it is so 
small the salary paid to the previous min- 
ister was not more than $2,000 a year. 
This cannot be done if such service is, in 
effect, a continuance or a reduction of a 
mission grant. (2) A retired member 
may serve a church which had been pay- 
ing a salary in excess of $2,000 a year 
if the church was “divided” or if, for 
some other reason, the church has become 
unable to pay the former salary and such 
is validated by presbytery. In such cases 
the church may pay up to $2,000 in sal- 
ary plus a manse to a pensioner without 
having this service affect his pension 
benefits. (3) A retired pensioner may 
serve a congregation or church organiza- 
tion on the recommendation of the Min- 
isterial Relations Committee (or its 
equivalent) provided the presbytery re- 
quests and approves the services of a 
pensioner in a particular situation and 
states that the services performed would 
not warrant the salary of more than 
$2,000 per year. Such arrangements to 
be approved on a year-to-year basis. Pen- 
sion benefits would continue to be ap- 
proved. Organizations are to pay pen- 
sions dues, but a member’s portion is 
not to be paid under such arrangements. 

The board was authorized to formulate 
a new pension and insurance program 
which would be the one official church 
plan for all members of the present pen- 
sion programs. It is to be distributed next 
February and voted on by the 1959 As- 
sembly. Some form of major medical 
coverage is to be included. 


Statement of Faith 

Arthur M. Adams, Rochester, N. Y., 
reported on the study looking toward 
rewording of the Shorter Catechism. The 
committee recommended that the historic 
document not be changed, but that Scrip- 
ture references in it be revised and that 
the united church prepare a brief con- 
temporary statement of faith to become 
a part of the constitution. The commit- 
tee will be named by the Moderator. In 
pointing to deficiencies in the present 
statement, the committee said: 

“When it is recognized that in the 
Shorter Catechism God is defined with- 
out reference to his love, that the doc- 
trines of the Holy Spirit and of the church 
are undeveloped, and that this document 
emerged in a period which assumed that 
men were ‘superiors, inferiors, or equals’ 
(ques. 64), it is not unreasonable to sug- 
gest that the time has come to confront 
the Word of God with our questions and 
to record what we believe he wishes to say 
to our generation.” 

While this action was approved in 
connection with the report on polity, 
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Arnold B. Come, of San Francisco Sem- 
inary, suggested that the brief statement 
that would be proposed might well be- 
come a substitute for the Confession of 
Faith in the subscriptions which must be 
made at ordination by ministers and 
church officers. He said many young 
ministers and others are concerned at 
what it is assumed their ordination vows 
include in connection with the longer 
document. 

Paul C. Warren, Baltimore, Md., re- 
ported on the special committee on the 
relation of Christian faith to health, in- 
dicating that progress is being made in 
the study and asking continuation for 
another year. 


Tuesday 


National Missions and Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations featured the 
morning session. Continued objection to 
use of the term “ecumenical” was heard 
but this was voted down. 

An area office of the Commission on 
Ecumenical Mission and Relations will 
be opened in Pittsburgh. 

In the report on evangelism it was an- 
nounced that an office promoting this 
work will be opened in Pittsburgh next 
fall and one will later be established in 
the Southwest. A long-range, nationwide 
program of evangelism is being projected 
as the “first major demonstration of 
unity” of the new church. 

In the report of the Committee on 
Polity it was recommended that presby- 
teries shall consist of no fewer than 12 
ministers and at least one ruling elder 
from each church, with at least 12 
churches in a presbytery. When it was 
pointed out that this would impose hard- 
ships in some isolated areas it was agreed 
that in such cases exceptions would be 
made upon recommendation of the synod 
of jurisdiction or the General Assembly. 

On behalf of the program of Social 
Education and Action, Howard B. Sissel, 
associate general secretary, called upon 
Presbyterian churchgoers to invite Ne- 
groes to move into white neighborhoods. 
This was in connection with the report 
of a study conducted during the past year 
by the department (OvuTLOoK, June 9), 
showing that segregated housing patterns 
are the principal factor in keeping 
churches from opening their doors to all 
Christians regardless of color. Despite 
progress during the past decade, he said, 
“our church remains more segregated than 
desegregated.” 

This is not, he said, “because our na- 
tional and local leaders have deliberately 
sought to keep it so, but because too many 
of us have lacked the heart and the will 
to break the patterns that have so long 
dominated our church and our culture.” 

As is true with American Protestant- 
ism in general, he said, Presbyterian 
churches seem more to reflect than to 
influence the racial attitudes of their 
communities. 
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Three “great unfinished tasks,” he 
said, ‘“‘face Christians in their aim to 
achieve a non-segregated church in a non- 
segregated society”: 

1. In the South, where “massive pub- 
lic opinion” makes a non-segregated 
church an unrealistic immediate goal, 
the churches must take the leadership in 
re-opening lines of communication be- 
tween Negro and white Christians. 

2. In areas where public opinion is 
not “massively arrayed” against deseg- 
regation, churches must do two things: 
(a) open their doors in the racially mixed 
communities and (b) open the doors of 
housing opportunity in the racially seg- 
regated communities. 

3. Negro Christians in all sections of 
the country must “knock and keep on 
knocking on both these doors until they 
are opened.” 


Wednesday 


In the report on theological education, 
the church was called upon to help meet 
the need to increase the number of theo- 
logical students from the present 1,700 
to 2,855 by 1970. A staff man has been 
added by the Christian Education board 
to assist in recruiting. 

In connection with the proposed mer- 
ger of interests of the U.P.-USA and 
U. S. churches in the support and direc- 
tion of Austin (Texas) Seminary (Ovut- 
LOOK, June 9), approval of this step was 
announced on the part of the Council on 
Theological Education but the matter “is 
not ready to be brought to the Assembly 
at this time.” The control and financing 
of the seminaries are matters of Assembly 
action is this church and not for synods, 
as is true in the U. S. church. 

Lincoln Seminary (Pa.) will terminate 
its work in June, 1959. 

The report (OUTLOOK, June 2) deal- 
ing with more power for presbyteries in 
administrative strategy was approved as 
presented, with no changes being made. 
That is, it was agreed that no new power 
is needed. 

Major discussion of the Social Educa- 
tion and Action report came at the point 
of demands for a statement urging im- 
mediate and unconditional cessation of 
nuclear weapon testing. After an hour 
and a half debate this was rejected 516- 
480 after having been introduced by Con- 
verse P. Hunter of New York. 

The Assembly then approved a com- 
mittee report calling for a halt to the 
armaments race and urging cooperative 
development of controlled nuclear power 
for peaceful and constructive purposes. 
The statement (OUTLOOK, June 2) calls 
for an end to the arms race: 


. by pursuing patiently and per- 
sistently every opportunity for realistic 
negotiation toward this end, not with the 
assurance that our civilization will thus 
be saved but in order that we may be obe- 
dient to God who calls us to pray and to 


work for ‘the things that make for peace.’” 


Charles T. Leber, general secretary of 
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Ecumenical Mission and Relations was 
called upon to speak in support of Mr. 
Hunter’s amendment. Dr. Leber said re- 
jection of the amendment “would under- 
mine the ecumenical mission and rela- 
tions of this church as no other action 
this Assembly could take.” A ‘‘no” vote, 
he said, would “put chains” on the 
church’s missionaries and fraternal 
workers. 

Clifford S. Smith, Pittsburgh, opposed 
the amendment, declaring that posses- 
sion of nuclear weapons by this country 
is the “only thing that is now keeping the 
world from the worst conflagration in 
history. We know we are not going to 
use this bomb for carnage.” To surren- 
der it, he said, would “play into the 
hands” of the Communists. 

In other actions the Assembly again 
called for voluntary abstinence from al- 
coholic beverages, it urged upon the U. S. 
Senate approval of statehood for Alaska, 
an action recently approved by the House 
of Representatives. 

As the end of the ‘Assembly neared, 
the Mileage Committee reported, show- 
ing commissioners’ expenses totalling 
$226,837, with mileage accounting for 
$101,145 and entertainment, $125,692. 
As commissioners remained in their seats 
their expense checks were distributed to 
them following the benediction. 

The Moderator declared the Assembly 
adjourned to meet next May 20-27 in 
Indianapolis. 


Government Action Is 
Urged on Unemployment 


At its recent meeting in Minneapolis, 
Minn., the General Board of the National 
Council of Churches took the following 
actions: 

—Urged the government to take neces- 
sary steps to stop the current wave of 
unemployment, noting the “responsibility 
of ... the government . . . to use the 
vast resources available in its fiscal, mon- 
etary, public works and other powers 
when needed as stabilizers.” 

—In the field of public assistance, it 
asked elimination of inequitable and 
punitive requirements which today force 
tens of thousands of American to exist 
at standards below that of decency and 
health. 

—Upheld the farmer as a citizen of 
equal economic rights in calling for eco- 
nomic protection “long accorded to wage 
workers in industry” as a “‘conscious goal 
of national policy.” 

Greeted the newly-formed United 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., express- 
ing the hope that it “may continue to 
bear triumphant witness to our common 
faith.” It said, “The National Council 
of Churches rejoices in this new manifes- 
tation of Christian unity. What strength- 
ens and enriches any one of our constitu- 
ent bodies, strengthens and enriches the 
total church of Christ.” 


—Called for control and limitation of 
all nuclear tests and the development of 
missiles, satellites and space vehicles by 
international agreement under a system 
of inspection and safeguards under the 
United Nations as one step toward more 
fundamental disarmament negotiations 
with a full-scale public information pro- 
gram. 


Protestant Editor Tells 
Of Troubles in France 


PITTSBURGH, Pa. (RNS)—Frenchmen 
fear Gen. Charles de Gaulle less than 
“what might follow deGaulle,” the edi- 
tor of a French Protestant magazine re- 
ported here. 

The French remember that Gen. de 
Gaulle headed liberal governments that 
included even Communists in 1946 and 
1947, Paul Eberhard, editor of L’Illustre 
Protestant, pointed out. 

De Gaulle’s “sense of history” will not 
permit him to violate democratic prin- 
ciples, Mr. Eberhard added. 

Should de Gaulle, however, he dom- 
inated by the “Algerian rebels,” his gov- 
ernment would quickly lose popular sup- 
port, the editor said. The next step, he 
predicted, would be a revolt which would 
benefit only the Communists. 

Mr. Eberhard attended the General 
Assembly of the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA, here as an observer. 

In an interview, he noted that Amer- 
icans often ask: Why does France lack a 
strong, stable government founded on 
moral principles ? 

The average Protestant democratic 
American doesn’t understand, he said, 
the dilemma in which France finds her- 
self. 

France is a Roman Catholic country 
in which the issues are always thought 
of in terms of “hierarchy and obedience.” 
The right wing presents an appeal to obe- 
dience, order and Christianity, but also 
to “clericalism and authoritarian, undem- 
ocratic principles.” 

The left wing automatically votes 
against the clerical right—against obe- 
dience, order and Christianity, which 
explains the large number of Commu- 
nists in a country which is basically 
small-holder and bourgeois. 

“A Frenchmen’s return to religion,” 
Mr. Eberhard said, “would always be 
understood in hierarchial terms, as a re- 
turn to a more authoritarian form of 
government. The real dilemma for France 
is to have a strong moral government 
and at the same time avoid clerical gov- 
ernments such as those of Petain and 
Franco.” 

The editor said that Gen. de Gaulle, 
although a devout Catholic, is by no 
means a Petain. The French hope, he 
said, that de Gaulle can moderate the 
influence of the extremists and “really 
balance out the right and the left in a 
positive way.” 
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Called to Speak for God 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for June 29, 1958 
1 Samuel 2:12-3:21; Printed Text: 3:10-20 


The Book of Judges, from which our 
last two lessons have been taken, pictures 
the gradual deterioration of Israel during 
the days of the Judges, when there was 
no king in Israel, and every man did 
that which was right in his own eyes. 
The respite gained under such leaders as 
Deborah and Samson was only tem- 
porary. At the end of the period Israel 
was demoralized politically, economical- 
ly, morally and religiously. 

The book of Samuel describes the na- 
tion’s amazing recovery under the leader- 
ship of three remarkable men—Samuel, 
Saul and David. It is not by chance that 
this story of national recovery begins 
with a home into which a child is born 
in answer to prayer and dedicated before 
his birth to the service of God. As An- 
drew W. Blackwood has written: God’s 
“way of building up a nation, or of re- 
building, calls for a mighty leader, a man 
of faith. In the development of such a 
leader, God begins with the family. . . .” 


1. Samuel’s Birth, Chap. 1 

“In the religion of this family the hus- 
band stands out at the head. He shows 
his loyalty to God by loving Hannah, his 
wife. He attended divine service at the 
appointed time. He contributes liberally 
to the support of the church. He likewise 
encourages the other members of the 
household to attend and contribute. Such 
is the beginning of what we know about 
the home background of God’s chosen 
leader. In certain respects the picture re- 
minds us of the Scottish families that 
nourished such future missionaries as 
David Livingstone and John G. Paton.”— 
(A. W. Blackwood in Preaching from Sam- 
uel, Abingdon-Cokesbury Press.) 

In other respects, however, the picture 
is quite different. Elkanah had not one 
wife, but two—as was permissible in that 
time. That fact in itself made trouble 
almost inevitable. But to make matters 
worse, Penninah was blessed with sons 
and daughters, while Hannah was bar- 
ren. Then, to aggravate the situation, 
Elkanah in mistaken kindness (mascu- 
line obtuseness) showed plainly even in 
Penninah’s presence his preference for 
Hannah. Penninah would have been less 
than human if she had not been hurt by 
such inexcusable favoritism. ‘She pro- 
voked her sore, to make her fret, because 
Jehovah had shut up her womb.” We 
can imagine some of the means, the sly 
innuendos, the open taunts which Pen- 
ninah used to rub in her rival’s child- 
lessness, to compensate for Elkanah’s 
partiality. 

One vear down at Shiloh, where El- 
kanah had gone to worship. the matter 
got on Hannah’s nerves. In the midst 
of the festival, at table, she broke into 
hysterical weeping. When the meal was 
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over she rushed to the temple and in great 
bitterness of soul, between her sobs, 
prayed unto the Lord, the God of her 
fathers. She promised that, if he would 
answer her prayer and give her a son, she 
would dedicate him to God’s service. 

The priest at Shiloh, named Eli, saw 
Hannah’s lips moving, but hearing no 
words, jumped to the conclusion (always 
a dangerous procedure) that she was 
drunk. Hannah replied, “No, my lord, 
I am a woman sorely troubled; I have 
drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but 
I have been pouring out my soul before 
the Lord (a beautiful description of 
prayer)... (1:15). 

Then Eli said: ‘Go in peace; and the 
God of Israel grant your petition. . . .” 
It was only a pious wish. Hannah had 
no assurance that God had granted her 
request. Yet she went her way and ate, 
and her face was no longer sad. 

Hannah is only one of a countless 
number of persons who have found that 
prayer soothes and calms and strengthens 
one for the duties of life. James Bissett 
Pratt in his book, The Religious Con- 
sciousness, writing as a scientist and not 
a theologian, says: 

Prayer “relieves the pent-up feelings, 
clarifies the conscience, and strengthens 
the will; and that it does so can no more 
be denied by the atheist than by the be- 
liever. The fact that it does these things 
is dependent upon no theory, but is a 
purely empirical observation. ... It would 
be safe to say that there is no other method 
comparable to it, either in simplicity of 
application, or in certainty of result, for 
turning sorrow into resignation, fear into 
courage, turmoil into peace. . .. In the 
thousands of instances which have come 
under my observation, for the phenomenon 
is at least of daily occurrence, I have never 
observed any case in which earnest prayer 
has not been ‘answered’ (to use the or- 
dinary word) by an increase of mental 
happiness.” 

In this case Hannah’s petition was 
answered as she had hoped. A year 
rolled by, and she gave birth to a son, 
whom she named Samuel (meaning 
‘“‘Name of God’’), because she said, “I 
have asked him of the Lord.” 

The home from which Israel’s deliv- 
erer was to come was no perfect home. 
There was jealousy and bitterness within 
its walls. The father however was a re- 
ligious man, the mother found needed 
strength in prayer, and the child who was 
born to them was gratefully received as 
a gift from the Lord. From what kind of 
homes w'll our future leaders come? 


Il. Samuel's Training 


Hannah did not go to Shiloh again 
until Samuel had been weaned. Hebrew 
children were nursed longer than chil- 


dren today, often till the fifth or sixth 
year. Samuel was probably five or six 
years old when Hannah took him to the 
temple and gave him formally to the Lord. 
This meant leaving him in Shiloh to be 
trained by Eli for God’s service. 

The dedicatory service was a very 
solemn one. Elkanah brought with the 
child a three-year old bull (this is a 
better reading than three bullocks), a 
bushel of flour and a skin bottle of wine. 
Elkanah led the bull to the north side 
of the altar of burnt offering in the court 
before the door of the tabernacle and 
bound it to the horns of the altar. Han- 
nah brought her child and laid his hands 
on the head of the victim in token that 
it was his representative. At that mo- 
ment Elkanah or one of the priests slew 
the bull (Lev. 1:5). Its blood was 
sprinkled and its limbs burned upon the 
altar, together with the meal and ihe 
wine, as an emblem of the complete dedi- 
cation of the child to God (1:21-25). 

Hannah’s feelings on the occasion and 
some of the ideals which she had sought 
to inculcate in her son, are preserved in 
the psalm which is given us in 2:1-10. 
It is primarily a psalm of thanksgiving. 
She begins (vs. 1) by praising God for 
the salvation which he had wrought for 
her, salvation from frustration, over- 
wrought nerves, humiliation. The wild 
ox was a symbol of strength and victory; 
hence the picturesque metaphor, my horn 
is exalted in the Lord. In that salva- 
tion she sees illustrated God’s dealing 
with his people. These principles are 
celebrated in the rest of the psalm. 


In vss. 1-3 she describes God’s charac- 
ter as she has come to know it: his holi- 
ness, his strength (cf. our use of the 
Rock of Gibraltar), his wisdom which 
takes into account man’s words and 
deeds. 

In vss. 4-8 she describes God’s provi- 
dence as determined by his character. She 
praises particularly his care for the poor 
and the humble, his humbling of the 
proud. As we read Hannah’s song, we 
feel certain that it must have been fa- 
miliar to Mary, the mother of Jesus and 
unconsciously have inspired portions of 
her own great song, the Magnificat (Lk. 
1:47-53). Later we meet the same ideas 
again in the teaching of Jesus (cf. Luke 
6:20-26). 

In vss. 9-10 Hannah looks to the ulti- 
mate outcome of his providence, the pres- 
ervation of his saints, and the final vic- 
tory of his Kingdom. For the first time 
she speaks of the Coming One as God’s 
Anointed, the Messiah. God would exalt 
his horn, that is, raise him to a position 
of power and dignity. 

These then were the things on which 
Hannah dwelt—God’s character, mani- 
fested in his providence, culminating in 
the establishment of his Kingdom through 
his Anointed One, the Messiah. We can 
be sure that these were the ideals on 
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which her son Samuel had been nour- 
ished. The years in which she had 
trained Samuel in the home, psycholo- 
gists tell us, are the most important ones. 
In the first few years the character is 
set, the course of the life is determined. 

Hannah returned to Ramah. Samuel 
remained in Shiloh and ministered unto 
Jehovah before Eli the priest. He was 
girded, we read in 2:18, with a linen 
ephod. Apparently this was a short tunic 
or skirt secured at the waist with a girdle. 
It was part of the regular costume of the 
priests. Samuel was being trained for 
the service of the house of God. 

Every year his mother visited him and 
brought him a new garment, stitched by 
her own hands; just the sort of thing we 
would expect a mother to do. He was 
not allowed to forget that she loved him. 
But just as it was intended to be, the 
mother fades more and more out of the 
picture. Our attention is focused on Sam- 
uel. The home training had been so 
thorough that not even the evil example 
of Eli’s sons, notorious for their sacrilege, 
greed and immorality (2:12-17, 22), 
could deflect him from his course. That 
is what the right home training should 
accomplish for any lad. When he is 
seventeen he goes off to college, when he 
is nineteen he may be called into the 
army. He will be tempted to drink, to 
gamble, to live immorally. And if he has 
net built up a strong moral character he 
will inevitably falter. The headmaster 
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of a famous boys’ school once complained 
to Dean L. B. R. Briggs of Harvard: “In 
three months your university undoes all 
that we have accomplished in four long 


years.” With his disarming smile the 
Dean made answer: “In four years you 
should build up strength enough to last 
here more than three months.” What 
kind of homes build up needed strength 
for our young men? 

In 2:26 we read that “the child Samuel 
continued to grow both in stature and in 
favor with the Lord and with men.” Can 
a child’s growth be pronounced satisfac- 
tory unless he grows morally and spiritu- 
ally as well as physically and socially? 
Are our young people equally as inter- 
ested in one as the other? What about 
Christian parents? Are they as much 
concerned about their religious education 
as they are about their secular education? 
What can our young people do to secure 
a well-rounded growth? What can our 
Christian parents do to promote such 
growth? Why is it that the sons of pious 
parents do not always turn out well? 


Ill. Samuel's Call 


In 3:1-18 we have the familiar story 
of how God first spoke to Samuel. The 
boy was probably about twelve years old 
at the time, the age when our own boys 
and girls are most apt to join the church. 
He was engaged in the service of the 
Lord. Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie reminds us: 

“In Oriental churches—Orthodox, Ar- 
menian, Coptic or Latin—innumerable 
boys today are serving the Lord before 
Elis, even as the boy Samuel served in 
Shiloh. They sweep the temple, kindle the 
fire, light the lamps and tapers, hold a 
lighted candle before the priest while he 
reads, and otherwise do the priests’ bid- 
ding. Some of these boys may become 
priests when they reach their majority 
and receive ordination, but until then 
they are lay ministers or servants in the 
house of God under the priests.” 

The statement that the word of God 
was “precious” in those days means, as 
indicated in the rsv that it came only 
rarely. The statement that Samuel him- 
self did not yet know the Lord (vs. 7), 
indicates that though Samuel had been 
carefully instructed, he had as yet re- 
ceived no direct revelaticn of the divine 
Spirit; his religion was based on what 
he had been taught, not yet on what he 
himself had directly experienced. 

Says Blackwood: 

“Whatever else these words may tell, 
they suggest that we church folk must 
have been receiving into our membership 
more than a few boys and girls, as well 
as men and women, without a heart knowl- 
edge of God. If so, their religion must 
be second-hand. In time they will fall 


away from the church, and we shall won- 
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der why. This holds true not only of evil 
folk, such as the sons of Eli, but also of 
‘good, moral men’ who may rely on the 
testimony of others as a substitute for 
first-hand experience of the living God. 
This kind of church member appears in 
our Lord’s parable: ‘He has no root in 
himself, he does not last.’” 

It was early dawn (the sacred lamp 
which was filled with enough oil to last 
from evening till morning had not yet 
gone out), and Eli was still asleep in the 
Tabernacle when a voice came so clearly 
to Samuel that he jumped up from his 
bed and hastened to Eli. Perhaps it was 
an audible voice, perhaps God was only 
speaking to his heart. Eli thought it was 
his overwrought imagination. But when 
he returned a second and a third time 
on the same errand he realized that it was 
God who spoke and bade him say, 
“Speak, for thy servant hears.” It is 
God always who takes the initiative, but 
his voice is heard only where one is 
ready to listen. 


So, as Samuel listened, God spoke. 
The task presented was a difficult one, 
to deliver to his benefactor the unvar- 
nished truth as God had delivered it to 
him: ‘For I have told him that I will 
judge his house forever, for the iniquity 
which he knew, because his sons did bring 
a curse upon themselves, and he re- 
strained them not.” 

“What a searching test of a lad’s in- 
tegrity! Sometime between the coming of 
night and the dawning of day the boy 
Samuel meets with God and hears the 
call to become a messenger of judgment. 
When the morning breaks, what will he 
do? Will he tell Eli about the uplifting 
call or about the oncoming doom? Will 
the lad speak the truth or evade the issue? 
Does he know that a man sins as griev- 
ously if he keeps silent when he ought 
to speak as if he speaks when he ought to 
keep silent? Whatever the rationale, 
young Samuel passed with distinction the 
first test of his new religious experience. 
Then he continued to speak the truth, 
whatever the cost.” (Blackwood) 


So Samuel grew and God was with 
him, and so, gradually, all Israel, from 
Dan even to Beersheba, came to know that 
Samuel was established to be a prophet 
of the Lord. And the Lord appeared 
again in Shiloh, for God revealed him- 
self to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of 
the Lord. And the word of Samuel came 
to all Israel (3:19—4:1a). 

Does God speak to men today? How? 
Is there anything in Samuel’s past life 
which enables us to understand why the 
message came to him? Can God, or will 
God reveal himself to us unless we too 
reply, “Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
hears?”? What would such a reply imply 
in a practical way on our part? Suppose 
Samuel had not carried out the unpleas- 
ant task which God imposed upon him, 
would he have spoken to him again? Are 
parents today too strict or too indulgent 
with their children? 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE CASE FOR SPIRITUAL HEALING. 
By Don H. Gross. Thomas Nelson & Sons, 
New York, 263 pp., $3.95. 

In this book Dr. Gross, who is de- 
scribed as a successful pastor, rector, 
preacher, and teacher in the Episcopal 
Church, develops the philosophical, theo- 
logical, and scriptural grounds for “spir- 
itual healing” as he sees it. Referring 
to the widespread revival of interest in 
“spiritual healing” Dr. Gross points out 
that it “takes infinitely varied forms from 
the practice of verbal affirmations of 
health and the cultivation of ‘positive 
thinking’, to visits to shrines of the saints, 
simple prayers . . . emotionally charged 
miracle services . . . healing centered in 
the gifted personality, to the objective 
power of the Sacraments.” 

It will be of special interest to many 
of us that the author seeks to make his 
own points more vivid by pointing to dif- 
ferences which exist between his position 
and the position which he sees as the one 
taken by Dr. Wade H. Boggs in the book, 
Faith Healing and the Christian Faith. 

In the preface he boldly asserts that 
Dr. Boggs’ book is “the first major book 
of our generation aimed against such 
healing. . .” Later references to Dr. 
Boggs, however, soften that attack some- 
what. 

He differs with Dr. Boggs in evaluat- 
ing those who describe themselves as 
“faith healers.” Although Dr. Gross 
himself would raise serious questions 
concerning some of these “healers” he 
interprets Dr. Boggs as questioning some 
whom he would not question. He writes, 
for example, of “the self-centered Father 
Divine,” but he also writes of the ‘“‘well- 
known and successful Oral Roberts.” He 
also differs from Dr. Boggs in such things 
as the definition of miracles, what is 
meant by “spiritual healing” and what 
the distinctions are between “natural” 
and “supernatural.” I would say the 
matter of “natural” or ‘‘supernatural”’ is 
the chief source of difference. Although 
Dr. Gross would believe that God may 
work through physicians and surgeons 
and other “natural” means nevertheless 
he feels impelled to make a distinction 
between that kind of healing and what 
he means by “spiritual healing.”” Where- 
as, “Dr. Boggs retains his faith by hold- 
ing that ‘The Christian’ is always a 
‘supernaturalist’—even with reference to 
‘nature’-—for all events of nature are 
‘supernatural’ in their causality,’ Gross 
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believes that Boggs “defines his terms 
in such a way that the significance of 
God’s revelation and man’s response of 
faith are obscured.” At one point Dr. 
Gross even goes so far as to say, “But 
the healing that comes through modern 
medicine and psychiatry is based upon 
human skill. Scarcely anyone cares 
whether or not the doctor or nurse is a 
Christian.” 

Dr. Gross cites a number of illustra- 
tions from his own experience as a healer. 
With these he illustrates the methods he 
uses. He also tells about the sensations 
which he sometimes feels during the 
process. “I sensed also some faint vibra- 
tions across the muscles of my chest, 
which were similar to what Miss Kuhl- 
man referred to as ‘the power of God.’ ” 
Again he writes of “‘strong uncontrollable 
vibrations swept through various parts of 
my body in intermittent waves. They 
seemed to center in my arms and legs— 
a sort of rapidly pulsating contracture.” 

The author seems to have made no 
effort to prove his belief in the efficacy 
of “spiritual healing” through the actual 
incidents which he cites. In some of his 
illustrations healing is said to follow the 
prayers and vibrations, in others Dr. 
Gross points out that no healing occurred. 

“A common question about spiritual 
healing is ‘How do you explain your fail- 
ures?’. . . If we are concerned with the 
healing of the whole man, and if, as we 
believe, the life of the spirit is primary, 
the only true failure would be a failure 
to bring a sick person closer to God.” 

Cuar es E. S. KRAEMER. 
Richmond, Va. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presyterian, U. S&S. 

J. Harris Stephens, of Trinity church, 
Richmond, Va., will become pastor in 
Bedford, Va., July 1. 

William McElwee Miller, a Presbyteri- 
an, U. S., minister who serves under the 
Presbyterian U.P.U.S.A. Board, complet- 
ing his furlough, from Philadelphia, Pa., 
to Box 1505, Teheran, Iran. 

Douglas C. Chase, from Louisville, Ky., 
to White St., Lexington, Va. 

Irvine H. Williams, from Orange, Tex- 
as, to 4508 Bay-to-Bay Boulevard, Tampa 
9, Fla. 

Benson Cain, from Gifu Ken, Japan, 
to Rt. 1, Micanopy, Fla. 

Charles A. Sthreshley, completing his 
furlough here, from Richmond and Ash- 
land, Va. to D. P. 63, Eka, Belgian Congo. 

Hugh B. Carter, Jr., South Boston, Va., 
will become pastor of Little Joe’s church, 
Barium Springs, N. C., July 1. 

James F. Van Dyke, Radford, Va. has 
just become pastor of the John Knox 
church, Orlando, Fla. Address: 35 E. 
Preston St. 

Stuart A. Ritchie, formerly of Troy, N. 
C., has become pastor of the Amity 
church, Charlotte, N. C. 

Cary R. Blain, who has been stated 
supply of the Williamsville, Va., church 
for the past year, has moved to 1510 
16th St., S. E., Washington, D. C. 

F. Wellford Hobbie, Chatham, Va., has 
accepted a call to the Howard Memorial 
church, Tarboro, N. C. 


Presbyterian, U.P.U.S.A. 

Charles W. Bonner, from Newark, N. 
J., to 641 Belgrove Dr., Arlington, N.J. 

James B. Davidson, formerly of Portal, 
N. Dak., has begun his work as pastor 
of the Milton and Fairdale, N. Dak., 
churches. 

David R. Hutchinson, Huntington, Ind., 
will become Sunday School missionary 
on the Florida Keys beginning July 1, 
living in Marathon, Fla. 

Harold J. King., Logansport, Ind., is to 
become pastor of the Riverside church, 
Chicago, Ill. 


DCEs 

Jeanie Ogilvie, on August 1 will move 
from Durham, N. C., to the Covenant 
church, 1000 East Moorehead St., Char- 
lotte, N. C., where she will be director 
of Children’s Work. 

Carolyn M. Johnson, from Bluefield, W. 
Va., to 101 Parson’s Lane, Bayside, Va. 


AWARD 

Harry P. Ruppenthal, Durham, N C., 
pastor, received the William Black 
Award at Presbyterian Junior College (N. 
C.) at the recent commencement. 


DEATHS 

A. S. Rachal, 91, Shawsville, Va., died 
May 30. Before his retirement in 1940 he 
was pastor at Low Moor, Va. He had 
been pastor at Shawsville 1899-1908, with 
several later pastorates in West Virginia. 
. &@. ¢. 

George W. Carpenter, 
the New York secretary for the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, has been 
named acting General Secretary of the 
I, M. C., succeeding Charles W. Ranson, 
who is now General Director of the I. 
M. C. Theological Education Fund. 

N. C. C. 

Elected to the executive staff of the 
National Council of Churches: John L. 
Regier, executive secretary of the Divi- 
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who has been 


sion of Home Missions; S. J. Patterson, 
General Director of United Church Men; 
Harold C. Letts, associate executive sec- 
retary, Division of Christian Life and 
Work. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


HONORARY DEGREES 

Johnson C. Smith (N. C.)—D.D.: Julius 
T. Douglas, Greensboro, N. C.; Alfonso W. 
Waddell, High Point, N. C.; Sc.D.: Charles 
E. Bomar, Orange, N. J.; L.H.D.: Dean 
Joseph A. Grimes of Johnson C. Smith; 
Herman L. Turner, Atlanta, Ga. 

Mary Baldwin (Va.)—Algernon Sydney 
Sullivan Award: Desiree L. Franklin, 
New York City; Elizabeth Ann Withrow, 
Goshen, Va. 

Queens (N. C.)—H.H.D.: Mary L. Gam- 
brell, Hunter College, N. Y. 

Muskingum (Ohio)—Litt.D.: George F. 
Macleod, Glasgow, Scotland; D.D.: Gordon 
E. Boak, Steubenville, Ohio; William F. 
Ruschhaupt, Jr., Gayly, Pa.; LL.D.: George 
S. Young, New York; Carl George, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

Lincoln (Pa.)—S.Sc.D.: George Good- 
man, Donald Wyatt; LL.D.: Roy Wilkins, 
NAACP, New York. 

Hampden-Sydney (Va.)—Litt.D.: Oron 
J. Hale; D.D.: Philip A. Roberts, Clifton 
Forge, Va.; LL.D.: Walter S. Robertson, 
Washington, D. C. 

Lake Forest (Ill.)—LL.D.: James F. 
Oates, Jr., New York City; Frederick F. 
Quinlan, Lake Forest, Ill.; D.D.: Harold 
H. Viehman, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Washington & Lee (Va.)—Litt.D.: Pres- 
ident John C. Robert, Hampden-Sydney 
College. 

Parsons (lIowa)—D.D.: 
Firth, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Juniata (Pa.)—D.D.: Jos. 
Princeton, N. J. 

EARNED DEGREES 
Austin Seminary 
Master of Theology: Benjamin H. Bow- 


man, “The Kingdom in the Light of Es- 
chatology”; Richard A. Braun, “The Doc- 





Richard W. 


MacCarroll, 


trine of the Church in Colossians and 
Ephesians Epistle’; Arthur E. Graf, 
“Project at Institute of Religion Result- 
ing in Outline for a Counseling Course”; 
Jack T. Powell, “History of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Laredo, Texas”; 
Robert Earl Price, “Planned Preaching’; 
Gurney P. Whiteley, “A Church in Trans- 
ition, One in Many.” 


Seek New Unity Effort for 
Free Churches in England 


FOLKESTONE, ENGLAND (RNS) —A 
resolution urging its executive commit- 
tee to consider “as a matter of urgency” 
what new steps should be taken to pro- 
mote organic union among the British 
Free Churches was adopted here at the 
national congress of the Free Church 
Federal Council. 

The action was taken in the wake of 
a disappointing report on union pros- 
pects presented by F. G. Healey, general 
secretary of the Presbyterian Church of 
England. The report showed that the 
majority of local Free Church councils 
did not think the time ripe for organic 
unity between the Free Churches. 

Mr. Healey said that only 254 of the 
429 local councils queried on union had 
sent replies, and the phrase “the time is 
not ripe” ran through most of the an- 
swers. 

Hugh Martin, a former moderator of 
the Free Church Federal Council, and a 
leading Baptist, said the phrase sounded 
to him “like a knell.” 

He suggested that somebody start an 
unofficial pep campaign so that the issue 
would not be allowed to gather dust. 

Kenneth Parry, another ex-moderator, 
said he was “heartbroken” over the busi- 
ness. Mr. Parry is a Congregationalist. 
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